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Soups and Sandwiches with Baltimore’s Angel, Rev. Sharp  
By: Christine Montemurro 
 
As Reverend Jack Sharp sits on a high barstool at a window seat in Panera Bread, he can 
think of nothing but giving back.  

“Are you sure you don’t want anything to eat? Coffee? Soup? Nothing?” he booms, with 
the familiar chuckle that usually accompanies the end of each sentence. His white Nike 
shoes are worn at the soles and his Baltimore Ravens windbreaker jacket bunches up at 
the shoulders. Reverend Sharp fiddles with his watch as he takes a deep breath and begins 
to explain the Govans Ecumenical Development Corporation (or GEDCO) and his work 
with the Baltimore community.  

For over 20 years, Reverend Sharp has been sacrificing and striving for a better 
Baltimore. If ever there were a face that embodies the Church’s message of putting others 
before himself, it would be the white and wispy haired face of Jack Sharp.  

Sharp’s love for service began at a very early age when he learned the importance of 
strong bonds in community.  

“I grew up in a church that reached out to my own family. My grandparents [who raised 
me] had very little income but they made do with what God gave them. Our home church 
put special emphasis on helping the poor and oppressed,” he says as he laces his fingers 
into each other.  

The church that Sharp now celebrates in is filled with a larger family- one that extends 
beyond the bloodline borders.  

 “I saw that our most vulnerable members needed more than weekly services, food 
donations and visits from their pastors. The first two projects [of GEDCO] were in direct 
response to church members who needed housing and continued support,” explains 
Sharp.  

Sharp heard the cry that many of Maryland’s officials and government leaders have tried 
to silence, the cry of the underserved Baltimore citizens who are homeless and hungry. 
There are about two poor renters for every affordable housing unit in Baltimore. More 
than 40 percent of low-income homeowners are living in physically inadequate housing.  
Rev. Sharp created GEDCO in an effort to change a system that was riddled with flaws.  

GEDCO began in 1991 under the leadership of Reverend Sharp. In the 1980s, Sharp 
started two community housing projects in the Govans section of North Baltimore. Since 
then, GEDCO has grown into one of Baltimore’s primary non-profit organizations 
working to make sure all individuals get proper housing, food, and medical attention. 
Through his work with GEDCO and its affiliate programs, Reverend Sharp has built 
relationships with thousands of Baltimore natives.  
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Taking a sip of coffee, he goes on: “GEDCO still reflects the original purpose that 
motivated us to assist people with special needs, with mental illness, and individuals and 
families in need of immediate aid. We have been forming partnerships with others who 
are committed to putting our faith into action through service,” says Sharp of the mission 
of GEDCO.  

One can barely walk through the GEDCO headquarters in West Baltimore with Reverend 
Sharp without getting stopped by volunteers or program participants  

Perhaps his most well-known and rewarding project is Stadium Place, which is a mixed- 
income retirement community with special emphasis on serving seniors who cannot 
afford traditional retirement communities. The great demand for affordable housing for 
the elderly has increased as the county’s elderly population continues to grow; 19 percent 
of Baltimore’s population was older than 60 last year, so the shortage of affordable 
housing for seniors was “definitely a problem,” says Stanley Roll, a member of the 
county’s Commission on Aging. To date, Stadium Place has developed four independent 
living buildings with 340 apartments for low and moderate-income senior citizens.  

“In a typical congregation, there are a few seniors who are able to pay the cost of moving 
to a retirement community.  But such communities are out of reach for many of the 
seniors in our urban community. I think Stadium Place is the faith community at its best; 
cooperating with private and public organizations so that we do not have to turn any 
senior away because of race, religion, or economic status,” says Sharp as he smiles.  

Stadium Place means so much to Sharp because of the work it took to overcome and 
finally start building. “The 50-year-old stadium had a rich past: It had been home to the 
Baltimore Orioles baseball team and the Colts and Ravens football teams. But by 1998, 
the Orioles had moved to Camden Yards and the Ravens had moved to PSINet Stadium, 
and Memorial Stadium stood unused. The city solicited redevelopment bids, and Stadium 
Place was the only proposal that called for demolishing the stadium. Preservation 
Maryland spent three months lobbying the Maryland Board of Public Works to vote 
against releasing funds to demolish the stadium.” But after intense trials and legal battles, 
GEDCO finally won and began building the 320-bedroom complex.  

During all the hardships GEDCO faced with building Stadium Place, Sharp persevered 
because he knew just how important his project was going to be for the Baltimore 
community.  

Sharp has also extended his housing programs in the creation of Ascension Homes 
(single family houses for individuals with mental illnesses), Epiphany House (for low-
income seniors and those with disabilities), and Hartford House (long-term housing for 
men who were homeless) among others.  

Members of GEDCO pay special attention to those who are beaten farther and farther 
down by the economic system. In Baltimore, an estimated 40,000 low-income renters 
cannot afford even the modest rents on their homes. Sharp explains that people- men 
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especially- are often too proud to accept charity, so he works hard to emphasize that he is 
working with them for a better life, not for them. He does not look at the programs’ 
members as charity cases, but rather as neighbors who might benefit from a little help 
once in a while.  

“Everyone at GEDCO trusts and believes you can be a better person than when you 
arrived. All Reverend Sharp wants from you is to be honest and ready to change,” says 
Loretta, a Baltimore native living at Micah house.  

Recently, GEDCO decided to reward Rev. Sharp for all his work and dedicate their 
annual “ThanksGiving” tribute event to him and his work throughout the years. In an 
event held at Loyola University last November, the celebration raised money and 
awareness about GEDCO’s programs and the organization’s mission. According to Mitch 
Posner, the Executive Director of GEDCO, “the reception was so unbelievable because it 
centered around someone as incredible as Reverend Sharp.”  

The ThanksGiving Tribute was a difficult task to take on, according to GEDCO staff 
members, because Sharp is much an incredibly selfless person. “I see myself as a team 
player working toward a common goal, and that’s it,” he says. Sharp’s generosity is both 
remarkable and surprising when we live in a world so filled with greed.  

Many feel uncomfortable when first meeting Sharp; they think he is trying to collect 
volunteers for work on a program or a monetary donation, but what Sharp is really 
looking for is a chance to change lives.  

“My hope for GEDCO is that even more congregations will join together and continue to 
provide support, housing, and spiritual care to those in need. GEDCO might also play a 
role in helping other communities get themselves organized for such service,” he says.  

 

 

 

 

 


